
In Loving Memory of Joanne DiGaetano Gray** *December 5, 1939 – July

ϯ ϭ͕ �ϮϬϮϲ�:ŽĂŶŶĞ��ŝ' ĂĞƚĂŶŽ�' ƌĂǇͶ ŬŶŽǁ Ŷ�Ăī ĞĐƟŽŶĂƚĞůǇ�ƚŽ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ǁ ŚŽ�

loved her as Joanie—was a true original. Born in Westbury, New York, on

�ĞĐĞŵďĞƌ�ϱ͕ �ϭϵϯϵ ͕ �ƐŚĞ�ďƌŽƵŐŚƚ�Ă�ĚŝƐƟŶĐƚ�ǁ ĂƌŵƚŚ ͕ �ďŽƵŶĚůĞƐƐ�ĐƌĞĂƟǀ ŝƚǇ͕�

and unfailing personal flair to every chapter of her life. 

Growing up in the nostalgic days of Hollywood, Florida, Joanie was a proud

Bulldog and graduate of South Broward High School. That sun-drenched

ĞƌĂ�ŽĨ�&ůŽƌŝĚĂ͛Ɛ�ŐŽůĚĞŶ�ǇĞĂƌƐ�ůĞŌ�Ă�ůĂƐƟŶŐ�ŵĂƌŬ�ŽŶ�ŚĞƌ�ŚĞĂƌƚ͕ �ĂƐ�ŝƚ�ǁ ĂƐ�

ƚŚĞƌĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƐŚĞ�ĐƵůƟǀ ĂƚĞĚ�ĚĞĞƉ͕ �ůŝĨĞůŽŶŐ�ĨƌŝĞŶĚƐŚŝƉƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƐŚĞ�ƚƌĞĂƐƵƌĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�

decades to come. As a devoted resident of Hollywood, Joanie built a

ǀ ŝďƌĂŶƚ�ůŝĨĞ�ĐĞŶƚĞƌĞĚ�ŽŶ�ĨĂŵŝůǇ͕�ďĞĂƵƚǇ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĐƌĂŌƐŵĂŶƐŚŝƉ͘ �̂ ŚĞ�ǁ ĂƐ�Ă�

ǁ ŽŵĂŶ�ŽĨ�ĞǆĐĞƉƟŽŶĂů�ƚĂƐƚĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĞǆƋƵŝƐŝƚĞ�ĞǇĞ�ĨŽƌ�ĚĞƚĂŝů͘�

t ŚĞƚŚĞƌ�ĐƵƌĂƟŶŐ�ƐƚƵŶŶŝŶŐ�ĂƌƌĂŶŐĞŵĞŶƚƐ�ĂƐ�Ă�ŇŽƌŝƐƚ�Žƌ�ƐƚǇůŝŶŐ�Į ŶĞ�ƉŝĞĐĞƐ�ĂƐ�Ă�ũĞǁ ĞůĞƌ͕�ƐŚĞ�ŚĂĚ�Ă�

ŶĂƚƵƌĂů�ŝŶƐƟŶĐƚ�ĨŽƌ�ĞůĞŐĂŶĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚǇůĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƐŚŽŶĞ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�Ğǀ ĞƌǇƚŚŝŶŐ�ƐŚĞ�ƚŽƵĐŚĞĚ͘ �WĂŝŶƟŶŐ�

ǁ ĂƚĞƌĐŽůŽƌ�ƉŝĞĐĞƐ�ƐƚƌŝĐƚůǇ�ĨŽƌ�ĨƵŶ͕ �ŚĞƌ�ƚƌĞŵĞŶĚŽƵƐ�ƚĂůĞŶƚ�ƌĞǀ ĞĂůĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƚƌƵĞ�ĂƌƟƐƚ ͛ Ɛ�ƐƉŝƌŝƚ�ďĞŚŝŶĚ�ŚĞƌ�

modesty.

, Ğƌ�ŵĂŐŶĞƟĐ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶĐĞ͕�ƉĂŝƌĞĚ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ŚĞƌ�ƐŚĂƌƉ�ƐŝŐŶĂƚƵƌĞ�ƐĞŶƐĞ�ŽĨ�ĨĂƐŚŝŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�Ğī ŽƌƚůĞƐƐ�ƉŽŝƐĞ͕�ŵĂĚĞ

ŚĞƌ�ƵŶĨŽƌŐĞƩĂďůĞ�ƚŽ�ĂŶǇŽŶĞ�ǁ ŚŽ�ŚĂĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉůĞĂƐƵƌĞ�ŽĨ�ŬŶŽǁ ŝŶŐ�ŚĞƌ͘��ĞǇŽŶĚ�ŚĞƌ�ĂƌƟƐƟĐ�ƚĂůĞŶƚƐ͕ �

:ŽĂŶŝĞ�ƉŽƐƐĞƐƐĞĚ�Ă�ĐĂƉƟǀ ĂƟŶŐ�ŵŝŶĚ͘ ���ďƌŝůůŝĂŶƚ͕ �ƐĞůĨͲƚĂƵŐŚƚ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĂŶ͕ �ƐŚĞ�ǁ ĂƐ�Ă�ŵĂƐƚĞƌ�ƐƚŽƌǇƚĞůůĞƌ͘�

^ŚĞ�ŚĂĚ�ĂŶ�ĞǆƚƌĂŽƌĚŝŶĂƌǇ�ŐŝŌ�ĨŽƌ�ǁ ĞĂǀ ŝŶŐ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐĂů�ŶĂƌƌĂƟǀ ĞƐ�ƐĞĂŵůĞƐƐůǇ�ŝŶƚŽ�ŵŽĚĞƌŶ�ƟŵĞƐ͕ �

ĐĂƉƟǀ ĂƟŶŐ�ĨĂŵŝůǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĨƌŝĞŶĚƐ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ŚĞƌ�ĚĞĞƉ�ŬŶŽǁ ůĞĚŐĞ͕�ǁ ŝƚ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ƵŶŝƋƵĞ�ƉĞƌƐƉĞĐƟǀ Ğ͘�

, Ğƌ�ǁ ŽƌůĚ�ǁ ĂƐ�ĂůƐŽ�Į ůůĞĚ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ŵƵƐŝĐ�ĂŶĚ�ũŽǇ͖�ƐŚĞ�ĐĂƌƌŝĞĚ�Ă�ŶĂƚƵƌĂůůǇ�ďĞĂƵƟĨƵů�ƐŝŶŐŝŶŐ�ǀ ŽŝĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�

shared a deep, lifelong passion for dogs.

Above all, she was a devoted daughter who held an enduring, loving bond with her mother, Rose

sĞŶǌĂ͘ �/Ŷ�ŚĞƌ�ůĂƚĞƌ�ǇĞĂƌƐ͕ �:ŽĂŶŝĞ�ďƌŽƵŐŚƚ�ŚĞƌ�ďƌŝŐŚƚ�ƐƉŝƌŝƚ�ĂŶĚ�ĚŝƐƟŶĐƟǀ Ğ�ĐŚĂƌŵ�ƚŽ�WĂůŵ��ĞĂĐŚ�

' ĂƌĚĞŶƐ͕ �&ůŽƌŝĚĂ͕ �ĞŶũŽǇŝŶŐ�Ă�ǁ ĞůůͲĞĂƌŶĞĚ�ƌĞƟƌĞŵĞŶƚ�ƐƵƌƌŽƵŶĚĞĚ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�ďĞĂƵƟĨƵů�ƐƵŶƐŚŝŶĞ�ƐŚĞ�

loved. Joanie is survived by her loving daughter, Melissa; her cherished grandchildren, Ashley (and

ŚĞƌ�ŚƵƐďĂŶĚ͕ ��ƌĞƩ Ϳ͕ �dǇůĞƌ�;ĂŶĚ�ŚŝƐ�ǁ ŝĨĞ͕�, ĞĂƚŚĞƌͿ͕ ��ĂĐŚĂƌǇ͕��ŚƌŝƐƟŶĂ͕ �:ŽƐŚƵĂ͕ �ĂŶĚ�:ƵƐƟŶ͖ �ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�

special joy of her great-grandchildren, Maclain and Chandler, who brought immense light and pride

to her days.



^ŚĞ�ǁ ĂƐ�ƉƌĞĐĞĚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ĚĞĂƚŚ�ďǇ�ŚĞƌ�ďĞůŽǀ ĞĚ�ƐŽŶ͕ �̂ ĐŽƩ ͕ �ǁ ŚŽ�ƉĂƐƐĞĚ�Ăǁ ĂǇ�ŝŶ�&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ�;ƐƵƌǀ ŝǀ ĞĚ�ďǇ�

his wife, Sandy). Joanie Gray lived life with color, passion, and immense heart. Her story, her song,

and her luminous spirit remain forever woven into the lives

of the family she cherished so deeply.


